Brindle Parish Council – Annual Report 2025–2026

Over the past year, Brindle Parish Council has continued to work with commitment and care on behalf of its residents, navigating a wide range of local issues while strengthening community partnerships and protecting the parish’s heritage and rural character.
It has been a year of transition too. The Council said a warm and heartfelt thank you to the previous Clerk, Katherine Milnes, whose dedication over two years was recognised with a watercolour print of Brindle. In her place, the Council welcomed a new Clerk, Dianne Scambler, who has settled in quickly and continued to support Members in delivering responsive, well-governed services to the community.
Much of the Council’s work this year has centred on supporting residents through the uncertainty surrounding the future of St Joseph’s Parish Hall and Church. Members have worked closely with community groups, Chorley Council, the Archdiocese, and local representatives to ensure parishioners’ voices are heard. Funding opportunities have been identified through the Big Impact Community Scheme, and the Council has reaffirmed its willingness to assist community-led efforts to secure the Hall’s future. This remains one of the most significant and ongoing areas of Council activity.
Another major focus has been the condition of public rights of way, particularly the many damaged or unsafe stiles across the parish. The Council has worked persistently with Lancashire County Council to secure repairs, resulting in several stiles being replaced with new kissing gates and improvements made to multiple footpaths. Residents have played an important role in reporting issues, and work will continue into the coming year to ensure the parish’s walking routes remain safe, accessible, and well maintained.
Flooding on Pippin Street has been a recurring concern, with residents reporting persistent issues linked to blocked gullies and inadequate drainage. The Council has escalated the matter repeatedly, lobbying both the County Council’s Executive Lead for Highways and the MP for Chorley, Sir Lindsay Hoyle. While some temporary improvements have been noted, the Council continues to press for a long-term solution and remains determined to secure action.
Heritage preservation has also been a theme this year. The Council has committed to acting as a fallback steward for the Cold War Bunker should the newly formed Community Interest Company ever be unable to sustain its operations. This reflects the Council’s recognition of the site’s historical significance and its desire to protect important local assets for future generations.
In the Best Kept Village competition, Brindle was unable to match last year’s winning status, but the parish still received commendations for its continued efforts. The judges praised the siting and presentation of the village noticeboard, and the Council has since approved the replacement of the Gregson Lane noticeboard to ensure consistency and durability across the parish.
Throughout the year, the Council has continued to work closely with community groups, providing financial support where needed. Grants have been awarded to the Village Show, the Friends of Finnington, the Cuckoo Walks, the Brindle Historical Society, and other local groups whose work enriches village life. These contributions reflect the Council’s commitment to supporting grassroots initiatives and strengthening community cohesion.
Alongside these headline issues, the Council has maintained steady progress across its wider responsibilities: monitoring planning applications, supporting the Community Hall, responding to environmental concerns, and ensuring the parish’s finances remain well managed. The transition to Unity Trust Bank is underway to improve financial administration, and the Council has set a responsible precept for 2026/27 that balances financial resilience with fairness to residents.
Taken together, the past 12 months reflect a Council that is active, responsive, and deeply rooted in the needs of its community. Whether addressing heritage concerns, campaigning for infrastructure improvements, or supporting local groups, the Council continues to work with determination to protect the character of Brindle and enhance the wellbeing of those who live here.
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